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Subject:  Nuclear power and data centres

On 3 June 2026, the Commission presented the EU’s Cloud and Al Development Act, which
aims to triple the EU’s data centre capacity. Article 4(1)(e) explicitly identifies small modular
reactors as an energy source to power these facilities.

Meanwhile, Article 11 requires that data centres deployed in acceleration zones apply the
performance indicators specified in Delegated Regulation (EU) 2024/1364. These include the
renewable energy factor, which puts facilities powered by nuclear energy at a disadvantage,
despite them being carbon-free.

On 26 May 2026, ten Member States, including France, wrote to the Commission
condemning this departure from the principle of technological neutrality and demanding that
nuclear power be recognised as sustainable in the same way as solar and wind power.

1.  How does the Commission justify promoting nuclear power to supply data centres in
Article 4 of the EU’s Cloud and Al Development Act, while including indicators in
Article 11 which specifically penalise data centres powered by that same energy source?

2. Does the Commission intend to recognise nuclear power as a sustainable energy source
in future labelling of data centres, in line with the principle of technological neutrality
and the request of the ten Member States that signed the letter of 26 May 20267
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