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Subject: Sunbed controls

Ireland currently has over 11 000 cases of skin cancer a year and it is becoming increasingly 
clear that one of the contributory factors is the unregulated and unlicensed use of sunbeds and 
tanning medication such as Melanotan tanning injections and nasal sprays.

Furthermore, in 2023 the Health Service Executive found that one third of operators were 
non-compliant with the applicable legislation, and recent reporting suggests that one in twenty 
users are under the age of 18, often with access to unregulated, privately owned sunbeds.

1. What measures is the Commission taking to tackle the influx of illegal tanning 
medication into the European market?

2. What measures is the Commission taking to ensure that tanning products legally on the 
market are being used in a safe and correct manner?
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