Question for written answer E-003034/2026
to the Commission

Rule 144

Kathleen Funchion (The Left)

Subject: VAT rates for beauty professionals

The Irish Government has a reduced VAT rate of 9 % for hairdressers but has left the VAT
rate at 13.5 % for beauty salons. There has been a consistent lack of clarity throughout the
process on why beauty salons have been excluded from the reduced VAT rate enjoyed by
hairdressers and that have been applied in other EU Member States to similar businesses.
Many of these businesses are SMEs that have been put under severe pressure by energy price
shocks and are struggling to remain open.

1. Does Directive 2006/112/EC prohibit lowering the VAT rate for beauty salons?

2. If so is the Commission monitoring the impact on the beauty industry of this prohibition
in certain Member States that are particularly susceptible to high costs, such as Ireland?
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