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Subject: Aggressive actions against the president of a Member State and an MEP

Last Saturday, 1 August 2026, in my capacity as an MEP, I attended the Municipality of 
Famagusta’s annual anti-occupation event, in order to denounce the grim anniversary of the 
Turkish invasion. The event was also attended by the President of the Republic of Cyprus, as 
well as MPs and other officials. During the event, Ottoman marches could be heard from the 
occupied areas, as the occupying authorities chose to turn the loudspeakers’ volume to 
maximum as an act of provocation.

However, this was not the end of the provocations. There were repeated violations of the 
buffer zone by unmanned aerial vehicles (drones)1, which took off from the occupied areas 
and flew over the site of the anti-occupation event in the Municipality of Famagusta and over 
the heads of officials.

In view of the above, can the Commission say:

1. How does it intend to react to this latest Turkish provocation?

2. Does it intend to impose sanctions on Türkiye, as it does in similar cases against the 
Russian Federation?
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1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elms7b8uva0.
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