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Subject: Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation creating additional red tape and legal 
uncertainty for businesses, especially SMEs

The entry into force of the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation on 12 August 2026 is 
imposing a crippling administrative burden on businesses, especially SMEs. Due to the lack 
of clarity caused by the delay in the explanatory guidelines and lack of implementing acts, 
economic operators are having to move ahead without any direction. This situation directly 
penalises honest entrepreneurs, undermining our SMEs and e-commerce.

Given the current technical uncertainty and the fact that some implementing acts are not yet 
operational, does the Commission intend to ask the Member States to relax the transition 
conditions by granting an official moratorium on penalties in order to protect our companies, 
in particular our SMEs?
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