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Subject: Increasing the maximum age for enlistment in the armed forces and law 
enforcement agencies in the light of EU’s equal treatment principles 

Italy’s declining population and shrinking 18-25 cohort – the main demographic applying for 
public jobs – have exposed a systemic vulnerability in the recruitment system used by Italy’s 
armed forces and law enforcement agencies. One committee1 advocates raising the maximum 
enlistment age for certain military and law enforcement jobs to 40, with a view to broadening 
the pool of candidates and harnessing the physical and mental fitness, aptitude and 
professional skills of older recruits2.

Article 707 of Legislative Decree No 66/20103 sets restrictive age limits, only accepting 
candidates between the ages of 23 and 26. Such an approach should to be assessed in the light 
of Article 21 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU and Directive 2000/78/EC, 
which prohibits discrimination on grounds of age unless justified by legitimate aims and 
pursued by appropriate and proportionate means.

I therefore have the following questions for the Commission concerning 
Legislative Decree No 58/20064:

1. Does it agree that the current enlistment-related age limits should be reviewed in the 
light of demographic and labour market changes?

2. Does it agree that recruitment procedures should, in order to be considered 
proportionate, take the physical and mental fitness, aptitudes and professional skills of 
candidates into account, and avoid excluding applicants solely on the basis of their age?

3. Does Directive 2000/78/EC enable Member States to exercise some discretion in 
adjusting the aforementioned limits without falling foul of the principles of 
proportionality, equal treatment and non-discrimination?
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1 Committee for Raising Age Limits in the Armed Forces and Law Enforcement (Comitato Innalzamento 
Limiti d'Età, Forze dell'Ordine e Armate).
2 See the technical dossier entitled ‘Increasing the Maximum Military and Law Enforcement Enlistment 
Age’, which specifies the job categories concerned and outlines the applicable social security framework. See 
also the technical and regulatory dossier entitled ‘Structural Amendment and Extension of the Maximum Age for 
Recruitment in the Military, Law Enforcement and Emergency Services’, which highlights the discrepancy 
between current regulations and Italy’s demographic, educational and employment trends.
3 See the draft law on raising the age limit for access to competitions in the armed forces and law 
enforcement.
4 Legislative Decree No 58 of 2 April 2026, ‘Reforming the national military apparatus pursuant to 
Article 2 (1) of Law No 201 of 28 November 2023 with a view to improving the recruitment and operational 
capacity of the armed forces’.


