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Subject: The right of EU citizens to give preferential treatment to domestic products

A recent EU-wide opinion poll shows that consumers prefer products from their own 
countries. This survey comes at a time when the Commission’s proposed Industrial 
Accelerator Act is putting forward the idea of applying the European preference mechanism 
to public procurement.

It is a good idea to support European companies given that public procurement accounts for 
around 17 % of the EU’s economic output.

Member State governments have called for the European preference mechanism to focus on 
the products themselves, and not on the countries involved.

However, EU citizens have made their feelings known, calling for public funds to prioritise 
products made in their own countries rather than goods from other Member States.

Is the Commission planning to uphold the right to national preference and, if so, how will it 
go about this?
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