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Subject: Frontex’s aerial observation of the maritime emergency on 11 May 2026

On 11 May 2026, Frontex observed, including by using a long-range drone, a maritime 
emergency around 55 nautical miles north of Tripoli, during which the Sea-Watch 5 rescued 
90 people from a vessel in distress. Heron 1 departed from Malta but flew back to Valletta 
before Libyan gunmen fired at the rescue vessel. It is also unclear how Frontex became aware 
about the maritime emergency.

1. How did Frontex become aware of the maritime emergency? Which Frontex aircraft 
then provided information, including any satellite data?

2. In which Frontex structures or operations were these units deployed, especially if this 
took place under Joint Operation Italy 2026, Eurosur, Multipurpose Aerial Surveillance 
or Frontex Aerial Surveillance?

3. To the best of Frontex’s knowledge, which other vessels or aircraft from neighbouring 
third countries, such as Libya, were involved in the observing or monitoring the 
incident?
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