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Subject:  The cumulative impact of EU rules on European peat production

The Commission’s vision for agriculture and food emphasises food security, resilience and
reduced import dependency.! In its action plan for fertilizer, the Commission has also stressed
the need for the domestic production of important intermediate goods, predictable deliveries
and emergency preparedness.?

At the same time, there is a risk that ecosystem restoration, climate reporting, ecolabelling and
national policy instruments will collectively have a negative impact on the investment
conditions for European horticultural peat. A Swedish government report refers to the risk of
reduced Swedish production being replaced by imports and emissions being transferred
abroad as a result, known as carbon leakage.?

1.  How does the Commission assess the cumulative effect of the EU’s various policy areas
on the availability of European horticultural peat and the risks of carbon leakage?

2. Does the Commission consider that strategic autonomy is desirable with regard to the
question of peat as a growing medium?

3. What measures does the Commission intend to implement to ensure that EU rules do
not lead to the discontinuation of lawful production and increased import dependency?
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