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Subject:  Rewetting of peatlands — impact on preparedness and food security

The Nature Restoration Regulation requires the restoration of drained peatlands in agricultural
use, but permits flexibility when rewetting would have considerable negative consequences
for, inter alia, infrastructure, climate adaptation and other public interests.!

A Swedish government report refers to the importance of peat as a growing medium and
states that horticultural peat is the dominant raw material for the production of forest plants
and that satisfactory substitute materials are not yet available in the volumes and quality that
are required for all applications.? At the same time, the Commission’s own preparedness
strategy stresses that disruption in the supply chains for energy, food and critical raw
materials can have serious consequences for the Union.?

In light of the above:

1. How will the Commission ensure that Sweden's restoration plan will not
disproportionately reduce the availability of domestically produced horticultural and
energy peat?

2. Does the Commission consider that food supply, energy preparedness and domestic
value chains can be covered by ‘other public interests’ in Article 11.4?

3. Will the Commission take account of the effects on competitiveness, energy
preparedness and food chains when it submits views on national measures?
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