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Subject: Implications for Union law of the amendments to the Slovak Citizenship Act

The most recent amendments to the Slovak Citizenship Act entered into force on 15 July, 
making it easier for certain people with Slovak ancestry to acquire Slovak citizenship. Many 
of those affected live in countries other than EU Member States, and the amendments mean 
that applicants will gain Union citizenship as well as Slovak citizenship under a simplified 
procedure.

At the same time, the amendments to the Act do not solve the problem previously pointed out 
by the Commission, namely that acquisition of the citizenship of another Member State, such 
as Hungarian citizenship, would automatically result in the loss of Slovak citizenship other 
than in the small number of cases defined in the Act. In 2024, the Commission asked the 
Slovak authorities (including in connection with a petition) whether they intended to amend 
the Slovak Citizenship Act to enable the consequences of losing Slovak nationality to be 
assessed in a manner consistent with the case-law of the Court and, if so, to enable the person 
affected to retain their citizenship or have it restored to them in a manner consistent with the 
case-law of the Court.

1. Has a response been received from the authorities, and are the Slovak legal rules, 
whereby they give preferential treatment to one group while revoking ex lege the 
citizenship of citizens living on its territory when they acquire another citizenship, 
consistent with the principle of proportionality?

2. What legal risks could the aforementioned simplified procedure have in terms of Union 
citizenship in cases where a citizen of a third country outside the Union acquires Union 
citizenship at the same time?
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