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Subject: Even Iceland has said ‘no’ to the EU. When a developed European country 
remains outside the EU, is there a problem in Brussels as well?

In a referendum, Icelanders rejected the resumption of negotiations on EU accession. Iceland 
is one of the most developed countries in Europe, it is part of the single market through the 
EEA, and it is in the Schengen area. Most voters nevertheless opted for cooperation without 
membership. If a democratic and prosperous European country prefers to remain outside the 
Union, it is fair to ask whether the problem is not with the EU itself.

1. Does the Commission regard the result of the Icelandic referendum as a sign that the EU 
is on the wrong track, given that even a developed European country does not feel that 
full membership offers enough advantages?

2. Does the Commission see a link between the result of the referendum and the extent to 
which legislation and powers are being transferred from Member States to the EU level?
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