Question for written answer E-003492/2026
to the Commission

Rule 144

Erik Kalinak (NI)

Subject:  Latvia is asking for an additional EUR 7 billion. Will the cost of cutting ties with
Russia be borne by the EU’s common budget?

Latvia is seeking an additional allocation of approximately EUR 7 billion in the next EU
budget. This is intended to cover higher defence spending and the economic consequences of
severing ties with Russia. The cost of the policy of cutting ties with Russia is thus beginning
to be shifted onto the common European budget.

1.  Does the Commission regard Latvia’s request as an admission that the policy towards
Russia is already costing Member States so much that they are unable to bear the costs
themselves?

2. Does the Commission actually intend to give Latvia those EUR 7 billion?

3. Does the Commission consider it sustainable for every further tightening of policy
towards Russia to result in a new request for money from Brussels?
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