
PE795.757v02-00

Question for written answer E-003499/2026/rev.1
to the Commission
Rule 144
Sandro Gozi (Renew)

Subject: Suspension of Instagram accounts of Albanian opposition figures and protest 
activists

On 3 September 2026, Albanian media reported that at least 23 Instagram accounts1 linked to 
opposition figures and participants in ongoing anti-government protests had been suspended.

Independent MP Marjana Koçeku claimed that more than 200 pages had been affected. 
Confirmed cases include opposition MP Agron Shehaj, leader of Mundësia, and activist Gent 
Progni2. Meta has so far provided no public explanation3. No evidence4 currently establishes 
government involvement5.

However, the scale and timing of the suspensions raise serious concerns about freedom of 
expression, political pluralism and possible coordinated abuse of platform reporting or 
moderation systems. Albania is an EU candidate country subject to Commission monitoring 
on democracy, fundamental rights and media freedom.

The Commission has already noted increasing digital threats and online harassment in 
Albania.

1. Will the Commission urgently seek clarification from Meta on the reasons for these 
suspensions and whether coordinated mass-reporting or automated enforcement played 
a role?

2. Will it examine this incident in the context of Albania’s accession and rule of law 
monitoring?

3. Will it assess whether Meta’s safeguards against coordinated manipulation of 
moderation systems are adequate, including where comparable risks may affect political 
speech within the EU?

Submitted: 3.9.2026

1 Banned accounts mentioned in the parliamentary question: 
https://www.instagram.com/agronshehaj_?stkn=Z2p4bnJkM3MwbjVw; 
https://www.instagram.com/gent.progni?stkn=MTN6OW9uN3dvOTdvbw==; Euronews Albania 
https://www.instagram.com/euronews_albania?stkn=NWZ0MTc5MXZmaWR2.
2 Activists who have spoken out: 
https://www.instagram.com/ari_shady?stkn=MW12a2k3aGZrc2I4bw==; 
https://www.instagram.com/alesiaburnazi?stkn=bzR2aXR3eXhmcDhz.
3 Citizens.al has also been targeted on Meta. In this case, its Facebook page became inaccessible 
following a series of reports of impersonation 
(https://www.facebook.com/share/1DSuYxEAGc/?mibextid=wwXIfr).
4 This investigation reports at least 100 confirmed cases: https://www.reprouncensored.org/cases-
blog/albania.
5 WIRED, perhaps the most authoritative international publication on the subject, has also reported on 
this: https://www.wired.com/story/metas-copyright-system-is-being-weaponized-against-albanian-protesters/.
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