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Subject: Public control in electricity transmission systems

As a consequence of recent international developments, security of energy supply has 
regained a central role in public policy. This is substantiated, inter alia, by the decision of 
NATO partners to set 1.5 % of GDP as a target for investment in critical infrastructure.

Against this backdrop, the Portuguese Government has announced the acquisition of a 13.7 % 
stake in REN (the company responsible for the electricity and gas grids in mainland Portugal). 
This position raises the following questions, also in relation to the competences of the 
European Commission in this area:

1. What view does the Commission take of public control in transmission system operators 
(TSOs) with regard to the EU priority of energy security?

2. Does it think EU sovereignty is more secure if Member States have majority stakes in 
these operators?

Thank you for shedding light on this matter.

Submitted: 4.9.2026


