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Subject: Temporary closure of the Bay of Biscay

After three consecutive years (2024, 2025 and 2026) of the bay being closed temporarily for 
four weeks in February, with pair trawling (and other types of fishing) banned to reduce the 
number of cetaceans being stranded on the coast of France (Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2024/3089), we would like to ask:

1. In view of the lack of information, after three consecutive years, what effect has the 
measure adopted had on the decline in cetacean numbers?

2. What economic and social impact has the measure had?

3. If there are no clear conclusions on the social, economic and environmental impact, 
would the Commission consider reviewing or scrapping the measure, since its economic 
and social impact is clear?

Submitted: 7.9.2026


