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to the Commission
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Fabio De Masi (NI)

Subject: Withdrawal of EU funding for the 2026 Biennale Arte 

The EU has withdrawn, on the grounds of the reopening of the Russian pavilion, a grant of 
EUR 2 million to the Biennale Arte in Venice.1     

1. How is the Commission’s decision compatible with Article 13 of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union and Article 167 TFEU, in particular 
freedom of the arts and the Union’s mandate to respect and promote cultural diversity?

2. Would the Commission apply the same funding criteria to a national pavilion from 
Israel, the United States or another third country participating in an EU-funded cultural 
event in the event that comparable allegations of serious breaches of international law or 
human rights were levelled against the government in question?
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1 https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/eu-biennale-venedig-russland-100.html.


