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Subject:  Supporting the Greek fur industry and the economy of Western Macedonia

The Greek fur industry is an outward-looking production sector with a long tradition, and it is
inextricably linked to the economic and social life of Western Macedonia, in particular the
regional units of Kastoria, Florina, Kozani and Grevena. The sector supports an important
network of medium and small-sized businesses, skilled professionals and family businesses
while preserving valuable know-how built up over generations. By way of illustration,
according to industry data, the sector comprises 2 000 businesses and employs 35 000 people
in the area of Kastoria alone.

Keeping production within the EU, where strict standards apply, provides employment and
contributes to regional cohesion and competitiveness while preventing the transfer of
production and added value to non-EU countries where standards are lower.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1.  What specific measures does it intend to take to support the competitiveness, outward-
looking approach and long-term sustainability of the Greek fur industry?

2. How does it intend to ensure the preservation of jobs, know-how and the productive in
Western Macedonia, a region that is already facing significant economic and
development challenges?
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