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Subject: Squatting

A growing number of dwellings in the EU are being occupied by squatters, whose actions are 
undermining property rights and fuelling social insecurity. The absence of a rapid response 
from the authorities leaves owners feeling completely vulnerable, a state of affairs that is 
detrimental to social cohesion and trust in state institutions.

In addition, the resulting lengthy legal proceedings and unaffordable fees are a heavy burden 
that is exacerbating the financial plight of owners and paralysing the housing market.

In the light of the above:

1. Is the Commission aware of the economic and social impact of squatting?

2. Will it put forward a European action plan that introduces accelerated eviction 
procedures and protects the owners affected?
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