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Subject: CATCH digital certificate system – 1st part

A digital catch certificate system, known as CATCH, for all fishery products entering the EU 
came into force on 10 January 2026. The ambitious system replaced the previous paper-based 
process and is considered central to EU efforts to tackle illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing, help protect marine biodiversity and contribute to the EU’s broader efforts to simplify 
administrative procedures.

1. How much did the CATCH system cost to develop?

2. What was this money spent on (e.g. consultation and planning, information 
infrastructure, programming or testing)? The Commission is asked to itemise the 
amounts over the entire period of development.
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