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Subject: Baltic Sea fishing quotas for 2027 – a threat to Polish fishermen

On 26‑27 October 2026, the Council will decide on the Baltic Sea fishing quotas for 2027. 
The Commission’s proposal provides for drastic cuts to cod by-catches (by 88 % and 51 %) 
and an increase in sprat limits (by 44 %), which is causing serious concern within the sector. 
In light of the foregoing:

1. How does the Council intend to modify the proposed reductions of 88 % and 51 % in 
cod by‑catches so that the EU-wide limits set out in the regulation do not lead to the 
complete shutdown of mixed fisheries?

2. How does the Council intend to take into account the negative socio-economic impacts 
on small-scale fleets and coastal communities when setting the final catch limits?

3. How does the Council assess the compatibility of the proposed 44 % increase in sprat 
catch limits with the obligation to apply an ecosystem-based approach and the 
overarching objective of rebuilding cod stocks?
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