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Subject: Systematic destruction of books by AI companies 

Recent news reports suggest that major AI companies are buying, scanning and then 
destroying large quantities of antique and modern books to train their AI systems, thus 
destroying cultural heritage to train their AI models. An internal paper from Anthropic even 
explicitly states the objective of ‘destructively scanning all the books in the world’. The main 
purpose of this ‘destructive scanning’ of books appears to be to circumvent copyright issues, 
as it may be covered by the fair use provisions of US copyright law. However, there are also 
reports that EU booksellers have been approached to supply books for this purpose, with the 
books being shipped and destroyed overseas.

Can the Commission:

1. Outline which measures it is considering to prevent the potential circumvention of EU 
copyright law and the destruction of EU cultural heritage through the international 
shipping of books from the EU to non-EU countries for the purpose of ‘destructive 
scanning’?

2. Confirm whether it will address this issue in its forthcoming initiative on AI and 
copyright?
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