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Subject: Risk of extraterritorial application of the Digital Services Act because of VPN use

Alarmingly, some governments have sought to apply their online safety laws extraterritorially 
because the use of VPNs and similar circumvention technologies enables users to bypass such 
laws. Given this, I request a clear answer from the Commission to the following question:

Does the Digital Services Act1, Commission guidance or any EU law require or encourage 
platforms to implement compliance measures beyond geo-blocking illegal content in the 
relevant EU jurisdiction, such as removing content globally, because some EU users use a 
VPN?
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1 Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 October 2022 on a 
Single Market For Digital Services and amending Directive 2000/31/EC (Digital Services Act) (OJ L 277, 
27.10.2022, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/2065/oj).
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