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Subject: VAT on handmade crafts

Handmade craft goods are a vital part of European culture and innovation.

Many European craft makers and designers feel very strongly that the addition of 23 % VAT 
on original handmade craft goods is excessive. It is almost a quarter of the value of an item 
which has taken hours of labour done by talented people.

Also, in light of the flood of imported mass produced goods from China in recent years, 
reducing the VAT on European-made craft would help to level the playing field.

Finally, it is important to note the difference in treatment of craft versus paintings, which only 
carry 13.3 % VAT.

Will the Commisison consider proposing an update to Directive 2006/112/EC1 to reduce the 
VAT for handmade craft goods to assist European craftsmen and women?
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1 Council Directive 2006/112/EC of 28 November 2006 on the common system of value added tax (OJ L 
347, 11.12.2006, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2006/112/oj).
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