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Subject: Philippines

On 22 September 2026, Commissioner Šefčovič announced a ‘substantial agreement’ in 
discussions on the EU-Philippines free trade agreement. The information provided mentions 
an agreement to liberalise ‘over 94 % of tariff lines, covering more than 97 % of goods’, but 
no mention is made of a crucial sector: canning.

In view of the above:

1. When will the Commission publish the terms of the agreement?

2. What has the Commission agreed on seafood products – and canned tuna in particular – 
and what information has the Commission given the sector during negotiations?

3. What safeguards has the Commission included to prevent a negative impact on the EU 
canning sector, in view of the cumulative effects of this agreement, the agreement with 
Indonesia, and the agreements being negotiated with other countries in Southeast Asia?
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