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Subject: Commission’s statement on relations with Canada

In her 2026 State of the Union Address, Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
announced the intention to take relations with Canada to a new level. In addition to an 
‘Alliance for the Future’, a common prosperity and economic security space and further 
cooperation on technology and defence, she proposed to open ‘the door for Canada to be the 
first associate member of the EU’. The Commission also subsequently included this ambition 
in its State of the Union official initiatives. However, the current EU Treaties make no 
provision for the status of associate member of the EU.

1. On what Treaty basis can Canada acquire the status of first ‘associate member of the 
EU’, as announced by the Commission President?

2. What rights and obligations would this new status comprise?
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