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Subject: Commission’s statements on the establishment of a European Security Council

In her 2026 State of the Union Address, Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
announced that ideas will be set out to make a European Security Council a reality, in a 
leaders’ format that could also involve third countries such as Ukraine, the United Kingdom, 
Norway and Canada. However, the EU Treaties make no provision for such a body. In 
accordance with Articles 24 and 26 TEU, the Common Foreign and Security Policy is defined 
and implemented within the institutional structure laid down in those articles.

1. What is the Treaty basis for the Commission President’s proposal to establish a 
European Security Council?

2. What are its intended legal status, composition and powers?

3. How do these relate to the powers of the European Council and the Council pursuant to 
Articles 24 and 26 TEU?
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