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Subject: Review of the adequacy decision for the Republic of Korea – impact on 
negotiation of the security of information agreement 

The adequacy decision concerning the Republic of Korea recently underwent its first review, 
which was concluded on 23 July 2026. The review found that the Republic of Korea provides 
an adequate level of protection for personal data transferred from the European Union to 
bodies in the Republic of Korea subject to the Personal Information Protection Act.

Closer cooperation on digital matters and increased data flows between the European Union 
and the Republic of Korea broaden the benefits of existing agreements between the parties, in 
particular the Free Trade Agreement and the Digital Trade Agreement.

Given that safeguards are in place, to what extent will negotiations on a security of 
information agreement be fast-tracked to make it easier for classified information to be 
exchanged and pave the way for closer cooperation, including in areas related to security and 
defence?
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