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Subject: Nicotine pouches: will the Commission act to save lives?

Member States are considering policies for nicotine pouches while the Commission prepares a 
revision of the Tobacco Products Directive to address this product1.

Among smokers who started using nicotine pouches, also known as snus, 76 % of men and 
71 % of women stopped smoking completely, according to a 2016 study2. The product 
therefore has the potential to save thousands of lives per year3. Sweden’s choice to regulate 
nicotine pouches rather than ban them has led to Sweden having the lowest smoking rate in 
the EU4.

Where an issue is considered in parallel at national and EU level, EU law requires Member 
States to postpone national measures to allow time for deliberation5. Meanwhile, several 
Member States have banned nicotine pouches.

In the light of the above:

1. Why has the Commission not used the standstill mechanism regarding national bans on 
nicotine pouches?

2. Given the potential for less harmful nicotine products to reduce cigarette smoking and 
save lives, will the Commission consider using this mechanism?

3. In its revision of the Tobacco Products Directive, will the Commission ensure that 
measures concerning nicotine pouches are proportionate to their health risk relative to 
cigarette smoking and take into account their potential role in helping smokers switch 
from cigarettes?
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