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Subject: Drastic cuts in cod bycatch and the future of Baltic fishers

In August 2026, the Commission presented a proposal for Baltic fishing quotas in 2027. It 
provides for cuts in the bycatch limits for cod of 88% and 51% and an increase in the limits 
for sprat of 44%. In light of the above:

1. Why does the Commission consider it proportionate and reasonable to further 
mechanically tighten restrictions on the fishing sector, given that the bans in force since 
2019 have not led to the recovery of cod stocks and that factors not linked to fishing are 
having a significant impact on the situation?

2. When proposing to increase the catch limit for sprat by 44%, how did the Commission 
take into account the requirement to apply an ecosystem-based approach and the key 
importance of this species in the diet of cod?

3. How has the Commission assessed the risk that setting bycatch limits on the basis of the 
bycatch reported in 2025, in the absence of a level set by ICES, will lead to the 
premature closure of mixed fisheries and drastically impact the coastal fleet?
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