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Subject: Red tape hindering access to EU funds

The complexity of the procedures and excessive red tape for accessing EU funds are a major 
obstacle for small and medium-sized enterprises, which often lack the resources to deal with 
lengthy and convoluted administrative procedures.

This state of affairs could end up limiting SMEs’ ability to benefit from EU funding 
opportunities, penalising investment, innovation and competitiveness and creating disparities 
with larger businesses.

In the light of the above:

1. Will the Commission introduce simplified and uniform procedures for SMEs’ access to 
EU funds?

2. Does it plan to cut red tape and paperwork for businesses?
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