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Subject:  Detention of LGBTIQ+ human rights defenders in Tiirkiye

On the night of 12-13 September, Turkish authorities detained 162 people in a large-scale
police operation targeting persons associated with LGBTIQ+ organisations. Approximately
50-60 of those detained are reportedly LGBTIQ+ human rights defenders and activists. Police
also raided homes and offices of LGBTIQ+ organisations and seized equipment. The
operation follows a court-ordered blocking of the websites and social media accounts of
LGBTIQ+ organisations on 12 September. Further detentions and raids may follow.

1. Will the Commission urgently call on the Turkish authorities to immediately release
LGBTIQ+ human rights defenders and activists detained solely in connection with their
legitimate human rights and civil society work, and to ensure that all detainees have full
access to lawyers and due process?

2. What steps will the Commission take to urge the Turkish authorities to immediately
cease the targeting, intimidation and criminalisation of LGBTIQ+ organisations and
other legitimate civil society organisations, including raids, arbitrary restrictions and
interference with their lawful activities?

3. How will the Commission use its political dialogue with Tiirkiye and its support for
civil society to protect independent LGBTIQ+ and human rights organisations from
further repression, and to make clear that legitimate civil society activities and
international funding of registered organisations must not be treated as evidence of
wrongdoing?

Submitted: 6.10.2026

PE796.866v01-00



