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Subject: Losses in maize production owing to extreme temperatures

The exceptionally high temperatures and drought of summer 2026 are causing serious damage 
to European agricultural production. In Verona, farmers are reporting maize losses of up to 
30 %, with sharp drops in yields and early harvests.

The Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) also highlighted the particularly severe 
effects of heat and water scarcity on summer crops in northern and central Italy.

The Commission has already allocated exceptional aid in 2026 to farmers in Croatia, Cyprus, 
Portugal, Romania and Slovenia, earmarking EUR 14.8 million for Romania, partly to cover 
maize losses.

Given the above:

1. Will the Commission provide similar support measures for Italian farmers affected by 
maize production losses caused by heat and drought?

2. What measures will it take to bolster the resilience of maize crops to extreme weather 
events, in particular through better water management and the use of more resilient 
varieties?
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