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Subject:  Plague outbreak in Russia

There are media reports of alleged cases of plague in Russia. As Russia is not a country
known for its transparency, we cannot be sure of either the extent or the cause of these cases
at this stage. Nevertheless, Russia is one of Europe’s neighbours, and we already know that
diseases are not required to respect borders.

In view of the above:

1. Does the Commission believe Russia has demonstrated sufficient transparency
regarding the outbreak?

2. What steps is the Commission taking to keep itself informed about this and other
situations where there is a risk of rare and dangerous diseases spreading to Europe?

3. What level of readiness is the Commission at to support Member States in the event this
type of rare disease spreads in Europe?
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