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Michael McNamara (Renew)

Subject:  Media resilience programme

Under the European Democracy Shield, the Commission announced a new media resilience
programme to support independent journalism and media literacy and strengthen the
sustainability of the news media sector, including local journalism. However, it remains
unclear how and when local and regional media organisations in Ireland will be able to access
the additional support envisaged under the new programme.

Can the Commission clarify:

1. What is the timetable for the implementation of the media resilience programme and
when will the first relevant funding opportunities become available?

2. Will Irish local and regional newspapers be directly eligible for funding?

3. What funding does the Commission envisage making available in 2026 and 2027, and
through which specific EU programmes or calls will eligible Irish media organisations
be able to apply?
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