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Subject: Addressing inequalities in access to healthcare in rural and regional communities 
such as Cape Clear in the West of Ireland

People living in rural and regional areas can face additional barriers to healthcare, including 
long travel distances, shortages of specialist services and difficulties accessing diagnostic 
facilities.

1. What EU programmes can support Member States in developing innovative healthcare 
delivery models, including telemedicine and improved access to specialist diagnostics in 
underserved rural areas?

2. Will the Commission improve the collection and comparison of data on regional 
healthcare inequalities, including access to specialist care and diagnostic services, to 
help identify and address persistent gaps?
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