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Subject: Reducing energy costs and protecting vulnerable consumers in Ireland

High energy costs can place significant pressure on households, small businesses, farms and 
energy-intensive employers. These pressures can be particularly difficult for rural 
communities and businesses with limited access to public transport or alternative energy 
sources.

1. What additional measures can the Commission take to help Member States reduce 
energy poverty and protect vulnerable households from sustained high energy costs?

2. How will the Commission support investment in electricity grid infrastructure, 
interconnection, storage and renewable generation to improve energy security and 
affordability in Ireland?

3. Will the Commission assess whether existing EU funding and State aid frameworks 
provide sufficient flexibility to support viable small businesses facing exceptional 
energy costs while maintaining the objectives of the clean energy transition?

Submitted: 14.10.2026


