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Question for written answer E-005299/2017/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Lorenzo Fontana (ENF) 

Subject: Little Christian girl placed in foster care with a Muslim family 

On 28 August 2017, the online edition of The Times published reports that a five-year-old girl had 
been placed in foster care by the Tower Hamlets local authority in London with one Muslim family, 
then with another. 

The decision to place the child in foster care with Muslim families appears to have been taken against 
the wishes of the child’s family, according to The Times. 

In both cases, the foster families seem to have encouraged the child to learn Arabic. The newspaper 
reported that the first foster family removed the crucifix pendant that the child was wearing and that 
she was not permitted to eat meals containing pork. 

Can the Commission therefore clarify: 

– whether it is aware of the facts described above; 

– whether it will take any action to protect the child concerned in this case and to prevent similar 
cases from occurring in future; 

– if so, what action will it take? 


