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Subject: ‘Choose Europe for Science’ plan and intrusion of wokism at universities

On 5 May 2025, President Emmanuel Macron launched the ‘Choose Europe for Science’ 
initiative at the Sorbonne amphitheatre to make France and Europe more attractive to 
researchers and entrepreneurs1. This initiative foresees an additional investment of EUR 100 
million2. For her part, Commission President Von der Leyen proposed EUR 500 million to 
make Europe a ‘pole of attraction’. The 2030 target is to increase investment in R&D to 3% 
of GDP. Behind this plan is mainly the desire to attract researchers fleeing the United States, 
where budget cuts have been decided by the Trump administration, with the aim of countering 
the influence of wokism in American universities3.

1. What specific actions does the Commission intend to take to combat wokism and to re-
establish universities as places of knowledge and excellence?

2. How will the announced funds be used? To what extent will they primarily benefit 
European researchers and students in order to improve their working conditions?
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