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Michal Wiezik (Renew)

Subject:  Conditions for CITES certification of brown bear meat in Slovakia

Slovakia authorised the culling of 350 bears following an amendment of the emergency law
allowing the culling of brown bears in 55 of the country’s 79 districts.

Last week'! a decision about the sale of bear meat was taken. As the Slovak populations of
brown bear are listed in Appendix II to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the meat will need to be certified in order to be

sold.

1. What action, if any, is the Commission considering taking in relation to the Slovak
emergency law vis-a-vis the provisions of the Habitats Directive??

2. If the Commission launches an infringement action, would it have any impact on the
legality of proceeds and products (meat) from the culled brown bears and CITES
certification?

3.  Ifinfringement proceedings are launched, even if they would not affect the legality of

bear meat sales, could the Commission nevertheless impose interim measures putting on
hold any CITES certification and barring the sale of the meat from brown bears culled
in Slovakia?
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