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Subject:  High energy prices in south-eastern Europe due to interconnection bottlenecks

Big energy-intensive companies in Romania, Bulgaria and Greece are warning that the high
energy prices in south-eastern Europe are mainly due to the limits set by Austria on electricity
flows through its interconnection network. In a joint letter to the Commission, they complain
that Austria is continuing to benefit from derogations from single market rules without taking
measures to remedy congestion problems — especially at its border with Hungary.

The result is a fragmented and deeply unfair market, with higher prices for industrial
consumers in Romania, Bulgaria and Greece, directly affecting regional competitiveness.
Available capacity between Austria and Hungary is frequently reduced to as little as 0 MW
during peak hours, contrary to the spirit and letter of European legislation on the internal
energy market.

In this context, how does the Commission intend to ensure that single market rules are applied
correctly and support energy-intensive industries in south-eastern Europe, including through
possible temporary support measures and through accelerated investment in interconnection
infrastructure?
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