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Rule 144

Michalis Hadjipantela (PPE)

Subject:  Fire season and rescEU

On 24 July, Cyprus was hit by major fires that caused loss of life, evacuations and serious
environmental damage. During the crisis, challenges were observed in the rapid mobilisation
of aerial firefighting and operational preparedness.

Can the Commission say:

1.  How did the Republic of Cyprus make use of the available EU tools and programmes in
prevention, response planning, training and infrastructure reinforcement ahead of this
year’s fire season?

2. When exactly did it submit a request for support through rescEU and other European
mechanisms, and when did the relevant Union services respond?
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