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Subject:  ePrivacy at risk: will the Commission abandon its privacy commitments due to the
CSA Regulation deadlock?

For over three years, the Council has remained deadlocked on adopting a position on the
proposal for a regulation to prevent and combat child sexual abuse (CSA regulation)
(COM(2022)0209). Meanwhile, the highly intrusive derogation from the ePrivacy-Directive!
set out in Regulation (EU) 2024/13072 will expire in April 2026. This derogation was
intended as a temporary solution to address inconsistencies between the ePrivacy Directive
and new definitions introduced by Directive (EU) 2018/19723, which affected the
confidentiality of communications. However, instead of prioritising the ePrivacy Regulation,
the Commission presented its interim proposal during parliamentary recess, despite the gap
being clear since 2018, pressuring legislators into a rushed agreement. A similar strategy now
appears to be unfolding.

1. Does the Commission intend to propose a further prolongation beyond April 2026,
despite the co-legislators’ clear statement that the previous extension was an exception?
If so, until when? Will grooming detection be removed from scope given that no
provider uses such tools due to their disproportionate impact on fundamental rights?

2. If so, how can the Commission justify appropriateness and proportionality when the
second implementation report — again delivered late — cannot rely on data from the
template and the data from the Member States is incomplete? Why are infringement
proceedings not being initiated against those Member States failing to provide accurate
data and reports?
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