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Subject: Need for a further coordinated response at EU level

Following the soaring rise in energy prices on the back of geopolitical tensions and the 
disruption of global oil and gas supplies, there is an increasingly acute need for a further 
coordinated pan-EU response from the Commission to cushion the effects of the conflict in 
the Middle East and the blocking of the free movement of shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. 
The Member States hardest hit by this fresh turmoil are those whose economies are more 
vulnerable, such as Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary. The impact of these increases in fuel 
prices is nevertheless already being felt by Member States with much stronger economies, 
whose industries too have fallen foul of this form of coercion as well as the excessive growth 
in imports at dumping prices, the cost differentials generated by EU environmental and social 
standards and the overwhelming proliferation of unfair practices.

Against this somewhat complex backdrop, could the Commission please provide an 
assessment of the medium- and long-term impact of this crisis on energy poverty and the risk 
of a social emergency in less-developed Member States, and state whether it plans to 
introduce a mechanism to protect those segments of society most exposed and impacted.
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