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Subject: Closure of the GSK vaccine plant in Dresden and safeguarding strategic vaccine 
production capacity in the EU

The pharmaceutical group GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) has announced its intention to close the 
long-established vaccine plant in Dresden by 2028 and to concentrate its production of flu 
vaccines in Canada in future. The Dresden plant employs around 650 people. However, the 
European Union is pursuing the objective of increasing the resilience of the European supply 
of medicines, maintaining strategic production capacities in Europe and reducing dependence 
on third countries.

Against this background, how does the Commission assess the planned relocation of existing 
vaccine production capacities from Dresden to Canada, and what specific options does it see 
within the framework of existing or planned EU instruments, such as the Critical Medicines 
Act, to support the retention of strategically relevant production capacities and the associated 
industrial know-how within the European Union?
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