(English version)
Question for written answer E-001456/24
to the Commission
Nikos Pappas (The Left)
(30 July 2024)

Subject: The question of the permanent return of the Parthenon marbles

According to recent reports in both the British and the Greek press (*), the new British Government is considering the
possibility of returning the Parthenon marbles on a loan basis, as part of a ‘charm offensive’ aimed at Europe with a view to
reinvigorating the UK’s relations with Europe. The Greek position, on the other hand, is that the marbles should be returned
permanently, because a loan would amount to indirect acceptance of the British Museum’s ownership of the marbles.

Taking account of the European Parliament’s resolution in favour of returning the Parthenon marbles (*), and also the recent
amendment vote on the European culture strategy, according to which, if an EU country has a cultural dispute with a third
country, the EU is called upon to protect the Member State and its claims (?),

can the Commission answer the following:
1.  How does it intend to support the permanent return of the Parthenon marbles?

2. In the context of promoting the shared European cultural heritage, what actions will the Commission take to support
Greece so that the discussion on the return of the marbles is not turned into a diplomatic tool of Britain’s foreign policy?

3. Does the Commission intend to make an official request to Unesco and the UN Secretary-General to support Greece’s
justified claim?

Submitted: 30.7.2024

Answer given by Ms Ivanova on behalf of the European Commission
(1 October 2024)

The Commission attaches high importance to safeguarding all forms of cultural heritage.

However, in accordance with Article 167 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (%), the protection and
promotion of cultural heritage, including architectural heritage, is primarily the responsibility of Member States. Action by
the EU is therefore only limited to encouraging cooperation and supporting and supplementing their action.

While the return of the Parthenon sculptures is a matter of major importance, it is a bilateral issue between Greece and the
United Kingdom.

Furthermore, Directive 2014/60/EU (*) on the return of cultural objects unlawfully removed from the territory of a Member
State only applies to Member States and to cultural goods unlawfully removed after 1 January 1993.

The Commission wishes to inform the Honourable Member that the EU action plan against trafficking in cultural goods (%)
aims to address evolving security threats and to protect cultural heritage from trafficking within and beyond the EU.

'https://www.thetimes.com/uk/history/article/labour-opens-door-to-loan-agreement-with-greece-for-elgin-marbles-cvwxgjhwv;
https://www.kathimerini.gr/society/563150005/parathyro-gia-ta-glypta-toy-parthenona/

“European Parliament resolution (1999),

*https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EL/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELE X:520221P0444
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12008E167
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3A0J.L_.2014.159.01.0001.01. ENG&toc=0J%3AL%3A2014%3A159%3ATOC
) https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13352-Trafficking-in-cultural-goods-EU-action-plan_en
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