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Question for written answer E-001463/24
to the Commission
Yannis Maniatis (S&D), Sakis Arnaoutoglou (S&D), Nikos Papandreou (S&D)
(31 July 2024)

Subject: Cancellation of tender for the construction of Regional Civil Protection Operations Centres and risk of loss of funding
from the Recovery Fund

In 2020, New Democracy adopted a new civil protection law (Law No 4662/2020), which provided for the creation of 13
Regional Civil Protection Operations Centres. Part of the funding for their construction was to come from the Recovery and
Resilience Fund. However, as PASOK Member of Parliament A. Poulas pointed out, construction of these centres has not gone
ahead and it seems that the tender procedure is being cancelled, which means the project is at risk of losing EU funding.

It should be noted that four years on from its adoption, Law No 4662/2020 has essentially not been implemented and is nothing
more than an empty shell. The lack of effective prevention policies and the pressing need for the Regional Civil Protection
Operations Centres to be built became all too clear in 2021 when fires destroyed an area of over 130 744 hectares and in 2023
when 174 773 hectares were reduced to ashes.

In view of this:

1.  Is the Commission aware of the potential cancellation of the tender for the 13 Regional Civil Protection Operations
Centres and is there any possibility for the relevant funds from the Recovery Fund to be redirected so that they are not
lost because of the Government?

2. Has the Greek Government sought assistance from the EU Civil Protection Mechanism following the devastating fires in
2021 and 2023, in order to update the national prevention and response plans, as PASOK has called for in Parliament?

3. Has the Commission suggested to the Greek Government a review of the national plans and the provision of know-how
for the plans to be improved?

Submitted: 31.7.2024

Answer given by Mr Gentiloni on behalf of the European Commission
(16 October 2024)

In 2020, the General Secretariat for Civil Protection of the Ministry of Citizen Protection of Greece requested financial
assistance under the Union Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM) and received EUR 750 000 to develop a National Disaster
Risk Management Plan for Greece, which was successfully completed in 2021.

This has helped Greece accessing funds for risk prevention and resilience under the European Cohesion Policy Funds (2021-
2027). Following the 2023 wildfires, the General Secretariat for Civil Protection of Greece requested a UCPM Peer Review
focused on the Greek wildfire risk management system, which was released on 20 June 2024 (*).

The Commission is monitoring the implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Fund (RRF) investment which co-funds the
construction of the Regional Civil Protection Operations Centres, and is in regular contact with the Greek authorities to ensure
that the investment is fully implemented within the RRF timeline. This process is ongoing.

(")  https://civil-protection-knowledge-network.europa.eu/news/ucpm-wildfire-peer-review-report-handed-over-greek-authorities
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