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1. Neither the Water Framework Directive1, the Drinking Water Directive2 nor the Urban 
Waste Water Treatment Directive3 establishes whether the management and supply of water 
should be done by the public administration or by private entities. Moreover, Article 12 of 
Directive 2014/234 explicitly excludes the water sector from its scope, leaving the 
organisation and governance of water services a matter of national competence.

2. Greece is a major beneficiary of EU funding including for water infrastructures. Cohesion 
Policy5 supports Greece with more than EUR 1 billion to modernise infrastructures including 
water transportation and wastewater treatment plants. For instance, in November 2022 Greece 
received EUR 21.1 million from the Cohesion Policy Funds6 for upgrading its water 
infrastructures. Moreover, the European Regional Development Fund7 and the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development8 also co-fund measures in Greece to improve 
regional water infrastructures. Importantly, the selection of projects under all these funds 
remains ultimately the responsibility of each Member State. Within Greece’s Recovery and 
Resilience Plan (RRP)9, a water regulatory authority has been established with the aim to 
strengthen the institutional framework, supervise the water sector and ensure the sustainability 
of water services, while Greece benefits from RRP funding for water supply and water saving 
infrastructures. Greece also participates in several research and innovation projects of Horizon 
Europe10 for water resilience like ‘Water Security for the Planet’11, ‘PRIMA’12 and ‘A Soil 
Deal for Europe’13.
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