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Subject: Tiirkiye's new law on stray dogs

On 30 July, the Turkish Parliament adopted the 17 articles of a ‘Proposal for the amendment of the Animal Protection Law’
which lays down drastic measures to address the issue of stray dogs, of which there are estimated to be over four million in
Turkey.

While the amended law requires Turkish municipalities to round up all strays and put them in shelters, it also obliges them to
put down all those that are believed to be ill or potentially aggressive. The law also introduces prison sentences of up to two
years for mayors who do not enact the measures concerning stray dogs for which it provides.

Can the Commission answer the following questions:

1.  Does the Commission not fear that this law could lead to a massacre of stray dogs in Tiirkiye?

2. Does it not think that, by introducing prison sentences for mayors who do not comply with it, the law threatens to further
undermine human and political rights in Tiirkiye?

3. Does it not consider this Turkish law to be incompatible with EU legislation on the protection of animals?
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(25 October 2024)

The welfare and management of stray dogs are not regulated at EU level.

The Commission proposal for a regulation on the welfare of dogs and cats and their traceability, which is undergoing the
ordinary legislative procedure, includes some provisions on certain specific aspects of euthanasia, but does not interfere with
the decision on when to euthanise stray or shelter dogs.

The Commission provides financial support to the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) for the implementation of
the Platform on Animal Welfare for Europe (') and its 4th Action Plan (2024-2026), which aims to improve animal welfare,
through priority topics, including stray dog population control.

Tiirkiye, as a member of WOAH and of the Platform, participates in training and capacity-building activities related to dog
population management, all of which are supported by the Commission. The goal of the Platform is to help member countries
progressively comply with WOAH standards on animal welfare.

The Commission supports also WOAH’s work to adopt and revise the existing standards, such as those related to dog
population management.

As a WOAH member, Tiirkiye should implement international animal welfare standards, including those on stray dog
population management (%).

(") https:/rr-europe.woah.org/en/Projects/animal-welfare-platform-europe/
() Le. Chapter 7.7: Dog population management of WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code.
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