
(English version)
Question for written answer E-001645/24

to the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Kostas Papadakis (NI)

(6 September 2024)

Subject: The responsibilities of the EU and national governments in the escalation of the imperialistic war in Ukraine 

The EU’S Vice-President/High Representative, Josep Borell, has called for the full use of ‘Western’ weapons against Russia  
and for all related restrictions to be lifted. He had previously welcomed the Ukrainian army’s incursion into the Russian region  
of Kursk, calling on EU Member States to speed up the delivery of Patriot air defence systems to Ukraine. At the same time,  
EU funding programmes continue to supply Ukraine with military support. 

These developments are warning sings of a serious escalation and spreading of the war, three years after Russia’s deplorable  
invasion  of  Ukraine  and just  as  Russia  is  throwing more weapons at  the conflict  and reconsidering its  nuclear  weapons  
doctrine.

In view of this, can the Vice-President /High Representative answer the following:

1. Do the EU and national governments intend — despite the huge risk of the war spreading and the serious consequences  
this would have for countries — to continue granting military system licences to supply the Zelenskyy government with  
weapons, leading to an escalation in the imperialistic war in Ukraine?

2. What and how many new burdens and unbearable sacrifices (social spending cuts, higher energy bills,  etc.) will the EU 
impose on the people of the Member States — who are already suffering the consequences of the imperialist war — with  
its shift towards a war economy that benefits big arms companies?

3. What amounts have the EU and Member State budgets already set aside for the reinforcement of defence monopolies in  
the EU and what is the total amount foreseen until 2027?

Submitted: 6.9.2024

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Borrell i Fontelles on behalf of the European Commission
(6 November 2024)

The EU will continue to support Ukraine in the face of Russia’s war of aggression; any solution, which ignores Ukraine’s  
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, would entail rewarding the aggressor and legitimising attempts to redraw  
borders by force, not just in Europe. Ukraine is exercising its inherent right of self-defence under the United Nations (UN)  
Charter (1) and against a nuclear power.

Russia is further escalating its aggression, ramping up its systematic bombardment against civilians and civilian infrastructure  
in violation of international humanitarian law, leading the International Criminal Court to issue arrest warrants for potential war  
crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Russia also started using Democratic People’s Republic of Korea missiles and possibly soon Iranian ones. In 2024 Russia has 
also launched new military offensives, attacking Northern Kharkiv in May, and intensified offensives across the whole front. 

September saw the highest number of drone attacks, while the air attack on 26 August was the worst of the entire war, with 
hundreds of missiles and drones.

It is President of Russia, who is escalating its war of imperialistic conquest of Ukraine, leading now, per UN reports, to the  
highest civilian casualties since October 2022. 

In the occupied areas the detention and deportation of Ukrainian civilians, including children, continues. UN reports warn of  
systematic violations of human rights, including widespread torture of Ukrainian prisoners of war.

EU’s support makes a difference, for instance, on air defence. The overall EU assistance to Ukraine and its people by the EU 
and Member States amounts so far to more than EUR 118 billion. 

This includes around EUR 43.5 billion of military support, of which EUR 6.1 billion via the European Peace Facility (2).

1 ∙⸱ https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter 
2 ∙⸱ https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/european-peace-facility-2021-2027.html 
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